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» General

The second Module of the MCR takes internationahduu rights law as its theme. The week begins with a
discussion of the universalism of human rights wersultural relativism. We also study the importifar
children of general human rights instruments arartmonitoring mechanisms, and discuss the general
principles of the CRC. The implementation of then@mntion on the Rights of the Child at the natidesél

is then examined through a discussion of the usheoCRC in domestic courts and as a social padioy.

The study visit to the Committee on the Rightshaf Child will give participants a chance to obsettve
role of the Committee as a mechanism for the implaation of the Convention. The final two dayslud t
Module will examine the regional systems for therpotion and protection of children’s rights.

» Overview of the sessions
Monday 25 May 2009

13.30Documentary film, discussion, welcome to Sion, intduction and plan for Module Roomso1

Title: Living Rights: Lena — Belarus

Abstract  Lena (12) lives with a foster mother since her reottan’t take care of her. Chernobyl left a
high level of radiation in the area. A possible gttt;m by an Italian family makes it hard for
Lena to decide whether to stay or leave.

14.3Qecture Roomso01

Title: Universal Human Rights and Cultural Relativism — Rdlections in the Context of the
Rights of the Child

Abstract  This lecture will provide an introduction to soroé the larger philosophical and normative
issues concerning international human rights lagvismimplementation in different contexts. It
will address the question of human rights, univ@gsand cultural relativism in general before
going on to examine the particularities of childsatights, universality and pluralism.

Lecturer ~ SAMANTHA BESSONis Professor of Public International and Europeam &t the University of
Fribourg. She has a doctorate in law from the Unsitye of Fribourg and obtained her
‘habilitation’ from the University of Berne in 200&he has published widely in the field of
human rights and European law and her recent workhddren’s rights includes; “Enforcing
the Child's Right to Know Her Origins. ContrastiAgproaches under the Convention on the
Rights of the Child and the European ConventiorHoman Rights, (2007) 2ihternational
Journal of Law, Policy and the Famipp. 137-159 and "The Non-discrimination Principle
the Convention on the Rights of the Child”, (2008 (4) The International Journal of
Children's Rightpp. 433-461.

16.00Coffee Break

16.30Methodology Roomso1

Title: Interdisciplinarity

Abstract  This original lecture proposes a general intr¢idmcto the issues and challenges of inter- and
transdisciplinarity in teaching and research. Thiacipal objective of this new vision of
knowledge production is to sensitize and motivabelents to the dialogue between scientific
disciplines and to develop prospectives for batteterstanding interdisciplinary debates in the
academic field.

Lecturer ~ FREDERICDARBELLAY is Senior lecturer and researcher at the Uniyemsgtitute Kurt Bosch
(IUKB) in Sion, Switzerland. As a member of the demic administration of IUKB, he is
responsible for the field Inter- and Transdiscigtity. He holds a PhD in Arts from the
University of Lausanne (2004). His research, teagtand publications concentrate on the
epistemological and theoretical foundations ofitiier- and transdisciplinarity concept which
he applies to discourse analysis, children’s rigimid tourism studies.

17.30 Closure



Tuesday 26 May 2009

8.45Lecture Roomso1

Title: General human rights instruments and their relevane for children

Abstract  The lecture will critically discuss the importanof considering children’s rights as being part
of the international human rights framework, aslaslof adopting a human rights approach to
children’s rights. It will present the relevance fihildren of the International Bill of Human
Rights and the Millennium Declaration, which prowid global framework for human rights
and development.

Lecturer ~ KARL HANSON is Associate Professor in public law, specialigechildren’s rights, at the
Children’s Rights Unit of the University Instituteurt Bosch (IJUKB) in Sion, Switzerland,
where he teaches in thdaster interdisciplinaire en droits de I'enfam@ind coordinates the
Master of Advanced Studies in Children's Righte holds a Doctorate in Law from Ghent
University, Belgium on the relationship and tensidoetween children’s rights and children’s
criminal responsibility. His actual research ingseinclude children’s human rights and how
children’s conceptualisations of their rights (“log Rights”) can contribute to theorisations
within the interdisciplinary children’s rights fekl

10.15Coffee break

10.30Lecture Roomso01

Title: International human rights monitoring mechanisms

Abstract  The lecture will provide a basic introductiontte UN system of human rights protection. The
role of the human rights treaty bodies, individoamplaint procedures as well as the special
procedures established by the Human Rights Couiiltibe discussed with an emphasis on the
way in which these mechanisms have dealt with cdnl@ rights.

Lecturer  Uco CEDRANGOLO, is Human Rights Officer at the Office of the Higlor@missioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) in Geneva, Switzerland. Heramly worked in the Human Rights
Treaties Branch, supporting the activities of vasilluman rights treaty-monitoring bodies, in
particular the Committee on the Rights of the Chilé has also focused on the two Optional
Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of thddZdnd notably on the Protocol on sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornograpt@PSC). Mr. Cedrangolo currently works in
OHCHR'’s Rule of Law and Democracy Unit, where heesling in particular with the issues
of detention, access to justice and the role oftsan human rights protection.

12.00Lunch

14.00Lecture Roomso1

Title: The general principles of the CRC

Abstract  The lecture will give a critical insight into theeasons for and the context in which the
Committee adopted the four general principles ef @RC (non-discrimination; best interests
of the child; the right to life; the right to bedrd) as the guiding principles for interpreting the
CRC.

Lecturer  NIGEL CANTWELL is a children’s rights consultant based in Gen&witzerland, working on
children’s rights and child protection issues, umithg juvenile justice, alternative care and
inter-country adoption. He founded DCI in 1979 aodordinated the NGO Group’s input into
the drafting of the CRC. He has previously workeithviDefence for Children International
(DCI), UNICEF's Regional Office for Europe and UNEE’s Innocenti Research Centre.

15.30Coffee Break

16.00Group work Roomso1
Introduction and start of group project work.

17.30Closure



Wednesday 27 May 2009

9.00Lecture Roomso1

Title: National Implementation of Children’s Rights

Abstract  This lecture will commence with a general introtion to the domestic application of
international human rights norms and State obligatiin this regard. The lecture will then look
at the self-executory force of the Convention om Rights of the Child and will discuss the
application of the CRC by national courts in diffiet contexts.

Lecturer  ARNE VANDAELE is Substitute Professor in public internationaV kat the Catholic University
of Leuven, Belgium. He is also a lawyer at a lal@e firm in Brussels. His previous work
involved collaboration on an inter-disciplinary easch project on children’s rights (see L.
Cattrijsse et. alFrom standard setting to implementation ... and vieesa ?Brussels, Belgian
Federal Office for Scientific, Technical and Cu#tLAffairs, 2002).

10.30Coffee break

11.00Group Discussion Roomso1
Small group discussions of cases on the judiclavemce of the CRC. Each student will present hikew
case (oral, 5-10 minutes each) aiming to examime vilay in which national courts are applying and
interpreting the CRC. The discussions will be idtroed and directed byRNE VANDAELE.

12.30Lunch

14.00Methodology Roomso1
Socio-legal studies in children’s rights. The wdrdss will be directed by RNE VANDAELE and KARL
HANSON.

15.30Closure



Thursday 28 May 2009 — Study visit to OHCHR

6.00 Departure from Sion by bus

9.00Introduction Palais Wilson
Welcome and introduction by a member of the Conamitin the Rights of the Child.

10.00Committee on the Rights of the Child Session PakWilson Committee Room
Students will attend the morning session of the @dtee on the Rights of the Child which involves a
discussion of Mauritania’s Second Periodic Report.

13.00Lunch break

14.30Lunchtime briefing by a member of the CRC Committes (*) Palais Wilson Committee Room
An opportunity for participants to talk to sometlé Committee members in relation to the morning’s
session or more generally with respect to the wbtke Committee.

15.00Committee on the Rights of the Child Session PakWilson Committee Room
Continuation of the morning session of the Comraiten the Rights of the Child which involves a
discussion of Mauritania’s Second Periodic Report.

18.00Closure and departure to Sion by bus

(*) To be confirmed



Friday 29 May 2009

9.00Praxis Groups Roomso1
Start Praxis Groups. Introduction and Organizatiorst task.

10.30Coffee Break

11.00Lecture Roomso1

Title: Children’s Rights before the European Court of Human Rights

Abstract:  This lecture will focus on the way in which childie rights have been conceived and
implemented by the European Court of Human Rightkimvthe States that are parties to the
European Convention on Human Rights.

Lecturer:  Yves Haeck is a Senior lecturer and researchdrealNetherlands Institute of Human Rights,
Utrecht University and a Senior Research FellothatDepartment of Constitutional Law and
the Human Rights Centre, Ghent University. He ligeturer at the International Human Rights
Academy. His main research interest includes regitbmman rights systems, especially the
European Convention on Human Rights and the Euro@eart of Human Rights, as well as
the American Convention on Human Rights and thertAmerican Commission and Court of
Human Rights. He is the Editor-in-Chief of the mfanerican and European Human Rights
Law Journal and is the coordinator for Ghent Ursitgrin the Latin American & European
Human Rights Network, a Research Network of 16 emsities from (Latin) America and
Europe, subsidised under the Alfa-Programme oEtin®pean Commission.

12.30Lunch

14.00Group discussions
Group discussions on child rights related casekeoEuropean Court of Human Rights. The discussidlhs
be introduced and directed byw¥sHAECK and KARL HANSON.

15.30Coffee Break

16.00Group work
Constitution of the project work groups and stéithe project work.

17.30Closure



Saturday 30 May 2009

9.00Lecture Roomso1

Title: African Instruments on Children’s Rights

Abstract  This lecture will continue the discussion of @l instruments for the implementation of
children’s rights. The content of the African Cleardn the Rights and Welfare of the Child as
well as the functions of the Committee of Africamibh Experts on the Charter will be
outlined and compared with the UN CRC.

Lecturer  AMANDA LLYOD lectures at the School of Law of the UniversitySafrrey. Earlier she has also
taught on the African Human Rights Module (Masteaitsthe University of Essex. She is in the
process of completing her doctoral research inrmat®onal Law and Children's Rights,
examining the African Charter on the Rights and féfel of the Child and the African
Committees work and did undertake consultancy workthe African Child Policy Forum,
Addis Ababa, as well as providing support to theicein Committee of Experts on the Rights
and Welfare of the Child.

10.30Coffee break

11.00Evaluation by the students Roomso1
Evaluation of format, content and practical matters

11.30Preparation for Module 3 Roomso1
Assignment of the work to be accomplished by thedets between the second and third module;
preparation for the examination on Module 2.

12.30Closure

» Venues

All lectures will take place at the IUKB campus, ialh is situated in Bramois, a village at the
outskirts of Sion.
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