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Rationale 
Central to the conference will be the question how to link child rights theory to practice. 
Participants to the Executive Master on Children’s Rights (EMCR), that are equally 
professionals in the expanding children’s rights field, have investigated a considerable amount 
of their skills, creativity and time to deepen their understanding of both practical and 
theoretical aspects of the discussion on children’s rights. The fifteenth anniversary of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, that was adopted by the UN General Assembly on 20 
November 1989, is the occasion to further reflect on questions how to link academic theories 
to international practices in the children’s rights field. During this conference, both invited 
keynote speakers and EMCR students will address their research findings to a broader 
audience. 

Conference themes 
The overall conference theme – looking how to better link theory to good practices (and vice 
versa) – will be engaged in via the discussion of four distinctive themes: 

• Children and justice 
• Child participation 
• Children ‘in’ and ‘out’ of place 
• Monitoring 

For each of these themes students will address ways how they look upon possibilities to link 
theory with practice, based on the presentation of their findings for their individual research. 
In doing so the conference also offers students the possibility to share their findings with a 
broader audience. 

Audience 
The conference is designed for a broad professional audience, including persons engaged in 
national and international governmental and non-governmental organisations, as well as legal 
practitioners, attorneys, social workers, teachers, researchers and judges who wish to reflect 
on the possibilities to apply the principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 
practice. 

Practical information 
Due to space limitation, the number of participants will be restricted to 120. Persons 
interested to follow the conference are required to register on beforehand. Attendance to the 
conference is free. Please note that the conference organisers will not be able to provide 
assistance with visa, travel or accommodation arrangements. Participants, whose registration 
has been confirmed, will be requested to bring identification, such as a passport, with them to 
the conference in order to obtain a security badge to enter the Palais Wilson. 
For registration and further information, please contact: 
Sarah Bruchez 
Institut Universitaire Kurt Bösch (IUKB) 
Executive Master on Children's Rights 
P.O. Box 4176 * CH - 1950 Sion 4 
Tel. +41 27 205 73 00 * Fax +41 27 205 73 01 
E-mail: emcr@iukb.ch - Internet: www.iukb.ch/emcr 
 



Programme 
9.15 Plenary session 

Chairperson: Prof. Dr. Pascal Pichonnaz, Scientific director of the EMCR, University of 
Fribourg, Switzerland 

 
Welcome addresses 

• Mrs. Mehr Khan-Williams, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 
• Mr. Paul Seger, Ambassador, Director of the Directorate of International Law, 

Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
 

Key note address – 15 Years Convention on the Rights of the Child 
• Prof. Dr. Jaap E. Doek, Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of the Child 

10.30 Coffee break 

11.00 Working groups (parallel sessions) 
• Session I – Children and the justice system: victims, perpetrators or both? 
• Session II – Participation: Walking the talk? 

12.30 Lunch 

14.30 Working groups (parallel sessions) 
• Session III – Children ‘in’ and ‘out’ of place 
• Session IV – CRC: Who’s watching? 

16.00 Coffee break 

16.30 Plenary session 
Chairperson: Prof. Dr. Pasqualina Perrig-Chiello, President of the Scientific Committee of the 
EMCR, Institut Universitaire Kurt Bösch and University of Bern, Switzerland 
 

Key note address – Children’s Rights for the Next 15 Years… 
• A representative from the Swiss Federation of Youth Parliaments 

 
EMCR Graduation ceremony 

• PD Dr. Bernard Comby, President of the Institut Universitaire Kurt Bösch and 
President of the International Institute for the Rights of the Child, Sion, 
Switzerland 

• Prof. Dr. Alexandra Rumo-Jungo, Vice-Dean of the Law Faculty and member of 
the Board of Directors of the Institute for Family Research and Counselling, 
University of Fribourg, Switzerland 

 

18.00 Reception 



Working Groups 
 
SESSION I CHILDREN AND THE JUSTICE SYSTEM: VICTIMS, 

PERPETRATORS OR BOTH? 
 
PARTICIPANTS 

 
Marlene Alejos, Sylvie Des Roches, Maha Homsi, François-Xavier Souchet, 
Emmanuelle Werner 

DISCUSSANT Mr. Jean Zermatten, Director of the International Institute for the Rights of the 
Child, Sion, Switzerland 

ABSTRACT Children often have an ambiguous status in the justice system. Most of the time 
children are either treated as criminals or as victims and responses from the system 
are not always adequate. The working group will highlight measures of protection 
and re-integration, and consider how these are applied in western countries as well 
as in developing countries. 

 
SESSION II PARTICIPATION: WALKING THE TALK? 
 
PARTICIPANTS 

 
Guy Cave, Christoph Käppler, Estelle Kratinger, Carinne Le Borgne, Andrée 
Milliet, Brikena Zogaj, Erna Ribar 

DISCUSSANT Dr. Karl Hanson, Institut Universitaire Kurt Bösch, Sion, Switzerland 
ABSTRACT Some commentators describe child participation rights as the most revolutionary 

and potentially the most important of the rights accorded to children. Despite this, 
considerable confusion exists about the implications of these rights, their role in 
social change, and what they look like in practice. This working group will aim to 
shed some light on these issues by looking at child participation from a variety of 
angles - this will include: country specific approaches (e.g. Bosnia, Chile); sector 
specific approaches (e.g. health, education, judiciary); as well as context specific 
participation (e.g. in peacebuilding, or in the community). 

 
SESSION III CHILDREN IN AND OUT OF PLACE 
 
PARTICIPANTS 

 
Hervé Boechat, Christian Veronesi, Aimé Wata 

DISCUSSANT Dr. Philip D. Jaffé, University of Geneva, Switzerland 
ABSTRACT Two parallel movements of children's population between northern and developing 

countries can be observed. On the one hand, western families adopt children from 
developing countries; in this field, western societies are desperately asking for 
adoptable children, even if the circumstances of the adoptions are not always in 
compliance with international law, or lead to some traffic. On the other hand, 
asylum-seeking children are unwelcome and returned back with no specific 
consideration of the situation to their countries of origin. Therefore, a paradox 
appears in the way children from abroad are considered by western societies. The 
working group will address this paradox via a series of questions: How these two 
antagonist feelings can be explained? How these bi-directional movements can be 
regulated? How children in both situations can be protected? 

 
SESSION IV CRC – WHO’S WATCHING? 
 
PARTICIPANTS 

 
Maja Andrijasevic-Boko, Wannachan Chaimontree, Niels Hjortdal, Heli Mikkola 

DISCUSSANT Mr. Nigel Cantwell, Children’s Rights Consultant, Geneva, Switzerland 
ABSTRACT 15 years ago the world was enthusiastic and demonstrated an unprecedented level 

of commitment to children’s rights by adopting the CRC. Have the implications of 
this commitment been understood and translated into progressive action by States 
Parties? How has progress been monitored? What systems have been put in place 
and how effective are they? How can we make maximum use of the various actors 
working at different levels? How effective is the Committee’s own monitoring 
mechanism? These questions will guide the working group to look at the role and 
perspectives of different actors in the monitoring process. 
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