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Presentation 
 
The theme of disability is a topical one : The United Nations are now drafting an 
international Convention on the protection of the rights and dignity of the persons with 
disabilities, convention that will apparently be open for State ratification in 2007; 
moreover, the Committee on the Rights of the Child is elaborating a General Comment 
on children with disabilities. 
 
In order to better figure out these children's real life worldwide, to find out the extent of 
rights protection provided by the future Convention, and foremost in order to promote 
handicap as a real richness, IDE has decided to organise its next international Sion 
Seminar on the theme of children living with disabilities. 



 
The issues tackled by this Seminar will be the WHO definition of disability, the national 
and international protection tools like the future UN Convention and CRC General 
Comment, as well as specific issues like education and training, family, 
institutionalization, participation, environment (work, architecture, training), positive and 
negative discrimination. The conference is organised jointly with Pro Infirmis, a Swiss 
specialized assistance organization in favour of disabled people. It combines theory and 
practice in the form of lectures and workshop sessions. Outlined solutions with relevant 
examples will be presented. 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Seminar 
 

organized by 
 

The International Institute for the Rights of the Child (IDE) 
 

In collaboration with Pro Infirmis 
 

 

Programme 
 

 
Course Director: Dr Philippe Chastonay, 

 MER, IMSP, Geneva University,  
 Ethics and End of Life, University Institute Kurt Bösch 
  

Dates: From October 10th to 14th 2006 
 

Location:  Institut Universitaire Kurt Bösch (IUKB) 
 P.O. Box 4176, CH-1950 SION 4 
 Tel. ++41-27-205.73.00 - Fax ++41-27-205.73.02 
 E-mail: ide@childsrights.org 
 Web: www.childsrights.org 
 
Languages: French and English with simultaneous translation throughout 

the plenary sessions 
 

With the sponsorship of the 
 

International Association of Youth and Family Judges and Magistrates  
 

With the support of the 
 

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (Swiss Confederation) 
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ARGUMENT 
 

Disability is a richness. This statement will open the 12th International Sion Seminar, organised by the 
International Institute for the Rights of the Child. According to UN estimates, about 500 million persons live 
with a disability worldwide, of whom 150 million children. These suffer the double stigma of childhood and 
disability: 97% of them (in emerging countries) do not benefit from any rehabilitation programme, and 98% 
have no access to education. Excluded, victims of violence, the poorest of the poor, they also are at risk of 
selective abortion, and jurisprudence like the Perruche case in France opens the door to eugenism. 
Disability is a social problem, and not a feature of the individual. To improve these children's lot, our look 
on disability must change. Do we want a society without differences? That would indeed be a sterile 
society! 
The upcoming UN Convention on the rights of disabled persons will bring a new light on the respect of the 
disabled people's condition, especially children's. Outstanding disabled sportsmen, politicians, artists … 
must serve as an example not only for children in similar situations, but also bring about in society the 
inspiration to implement total inclusion of the people living with disabilities. 
Moreover, children living with disabilities are paid special attention by the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child. This organ is now drafting a General Comment on this issue, to insure the respect of the rights 
stated in the Convention on the rights of the child. 
The shared interest of States and UN monitoring organs to draft law texts, added to the daily and concrete 
application of norms, create a vast area for improvement. This meeting is an opportunity to take stock of 
the situation and discuss solutions both ground-breaking and respectful of differences. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
By confronting theory/practice, legal frame/field reality, the Seminar aims at: 

- giving a clear view on the problems (presentation of the reality experienced by children living with 
disabilities, definition of disability and its content, knowledge of main international standards, 
notably the future UN Convention…); 

- bringing up especially blatant situations and identifying causes; 
- singling out best practices, by exchanges of experiences between international organisations, 

NGOs, professionals concerned by education, State officials, field workers…; 
- identifying possible synergies and partnerships between the various stakeholders…;  
- reaching a conclusion allowing for strong and concerted international action. 

 
 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE   

Members of NGOs active in the field, people responsible for disability issues, doctors, lawyers, teachers 
(any level), heads of institutions, psychologists, sociologists, social workers and anyone else concerned 
(media, politicians); researchers and final-year students are also welcome.  

 
PROGRAMME 

 
 

Tuesday October 10th 2006 
 
05:30 p.m. Registration and distribution of documents at the IUKB 
 
06:00 p.m. Opening Ceremony: Opening speech  
  Mr Claude Roch, Canton Minister of Education, Culture and Sport in Valais, 

Switzerland 
 
Dance “EX-TRAIT” with the dance company Danse Habile and introduction to the Pro 
Infirmis exhibition: Evolution in the look on disability 

 
08:00 p.m. Welcome Cocktail  
 
 



Wednesday October 11th 2006 
 

Session chairperson: Mr Jean Zermatten (IDE) 
 

Part I: General Panorama 
 

09:00 a.m. Opening Speeches 
  Mr Christophe Darbellay, Member of Parliament, IDE Foundation President, Sion 
  Ms Rita Roos-Niedermann, Pro Infirmis Director 
  Dr Philippe Chastonay, Course Director 

 
09:45 a.m. Evolution and Definition of the Concept  Prof. Michel Mercier, Notre-Dame de 
  of Disability   la Paix University, Namur, Belgium 
 
10:15 a.m. Break 
 
10:45 a.m. The Committee on the Rights of   Ms Nevena Vuckovic-Sahovic, UN  
  the Child   Committee on the Rights of the Child  
     Member, Serbia 
 
11:30 a.m. Introduction of the Questionnaire    Mrs Geneviève Lévine, IDE  
 
12:00 noon Lunch 
  
01:30 p.m. The Comprehensive and Integral    Ms Gerison Lansdown,  
  International Convention on Promotion Save the Children, UK  
  and Protection of the Rights of Persons  
  with Disabilities 
    
02:15 p.m. Reality experienced by children   Ms Hazel Jones, Children Living with  
     living with disabilities: the view  
     Disabilities specialist, United Kingdom 
     of the CRC 
03:00 p.m. Workshops  
 
05:30 p.m. End of the day 
  
08:00 p.m. Valaisan Evening 
 

Thursday October 12th 2006 
 

Session chairperson: Dr Adriano Previtali (Pro Infirmis) 
 

Part II: Specific Issues 
 

09:00 a.m. Rights of the Child in a Disability   MER PD Dr Bernard Schumacher, 
                 Situation and the Perruche Case     Fribourg University, Philosophy 
    
09:30 a.m. Fear, Prejudice, Cultural Background Mr Emmanuel Kabengele,  
      Researcher, IUKB 
10:00 a.m. Break 
 
10:30 a.m. Violence towards children   Ms Charlotte McClain-Nhlapo, Member of  
   living with disabilities   the UN study on violence against children, USA 
 
11:00 a.m.  Institution vs desinstitutionalization     Ms Tatjana Colin, Reform Projects Coordinator 
   Example of Western Europe   Ministry of Labour, Employment and Social  
   Policy, Belgrade, Serbia 
 
11:30 a.m. Media’s role  in promoting   M. Kofi Agegee, Journalist, Maison du  
 disability as richness; the point   Journalisme, Lomé, Togo 
 of view of the African press  


